SIGNAL WORDS

Certain words and phrases often go with a particular verb tense.

Present simple:
Generally, sometimes, often, always, whenever, normally, rarely, seldom, as a rule, never,
now and again, usually, every day/week:

e |rarely eat pizza.

e Whenever | have the opportunity, | try to improve my English.
e |usually read one book a week.

e Asarule, | never eat three hours before going to bed.

Now and again | eat an ice cream.

On Fridays, | leave work earlier.

e First, | read my mails, then | make a coffee.

e Sometimes it snows in August.

Present continuous:
Just, still, at the moment, at present, now, Look!

e Look who's coming to dinner.
e |'mjust finishing off this report.
e At the moment | am looking for a job.
e Heis doing it now.
Past simple:

Yesterday, last week(end)/night/month/Christmas etc., in 2014, on Tuesday, in summer, in
May, before:

e Last Christmas | gave you my heart.

e Yesterday, all my troubles seemed so far away.
e | got married in 2014.

e Shecameat4 pm.

Past continuous:
When, while:

e While they were talking, | was looking out of the window.
e | was watching TV when the picture fell of the wall.
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Specific times:

e At6 pm | was driving home.
e Between 07:30 and 08:00 | was having breakfast.

Present perfect:
Already, never, ever, just, yet, not yet, since, for, lately, recently, up to now:

e | have lived here since 2003.
e | have never eaten a snail.

Present perfect continuous:
All day, the whole day, since, for, questions with ‘how long’

e | have been preparing the report all day.
e He's been doing housework since 9 o’clock.
e We have been waiting here for more than an hour.

Future — Will:
Maybe, perhaps, possibly, probably, expect, bet, hope, doubt, fear, think, reckon, imagine,
sure, wonder, I’'m afraid, warn,

I’'m afraid | won’t be able to make the meeting.
| expect you’ll have a nice time.

Maybe | will, maybe | won’t.

| wonder if he’ll call me back.

| reckon it’ll be a huge success.

Future — Going to:

| know, I'm certain, I'm sure
e |'m sure you are going to be just fine.
e | know it’s not going to be easy but ....
e |'m going to London tomorrow.
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